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‘Frontier
technologies, a
way to enhance
fisheries sector’

Times News Netwons

Kochi: In keeping with the de-
mangd for fish, which is on the
rise, innovative strategies to
enhance productivity are re-
quired, as demand is the dri-
ving force of an economy, said
NITI Aavog vice chalirman Su-
man Bery in Kochion Friday
Speaking after inaugura-
ting a highlevel national
workshop jointly organized by
NITI Aayvog, central marine fis-
heries  research  institute
(CMFRI) and Kerala fisheries
department, heemphasized on
theroleof technology asa vital
growth driver. The application
of frontier technologies like
artificial intelligence could
help address the challenges in
—J1 the marine fisheries sector, he
 added.
; Flagging concernon the in-
: creasingtrend of disparity bet-
: ween the states, NITI Aayog
: member Ramesh Chand said
the growth of fisheries is high-
:  lv imbalanced while it is much
: higher in Andhra Pradesh
i ecompared to most other mari-
i time states. “Fish production
:  in Andhra Pradesh is 50% hig-
¢ her than the total production
i of five states, namely Gujarat,
! Maharashtra, Kerala, TN, and
¢ Karpataka combined,” he sa-
¢ id, adding that this must be
: addressed with greater atten.
¢ ton.
:  Healsosaid that the growth
: of demand for fish doubled in
! the past decade ending 2022,
: compared to the previous deca-
: deending2012.“Fisherieshasa
: promising export share in ag-
¢ orieulture and food commoditi-
¢ 88" Chand added.
On measurestoboost seafo-
¢ odexport, Chand proposed en-
i hancing value addition and
: cutting-edge processing inno-
: wvations in the sector “Major
: chunksof India’s unprocessed
: seafood includingshrimpsand
¢ tunas are exported mainly to
: Vietnam, Thailand, and Tuni-
¢ sia for onward re-export from
i there after substantial value
: addition. By setting upstate-of-
i the-art processing facilities,
i red value-addition potential of
i seafood for earning greater fo-
: reignexchange,” hesaid.
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Al could help address challenges in marine
fisheries, says NITI Aayog Vice Chairman

The Hindu Bureau
KOCHI

The application of frontier
technologies like Artificial
Intelligence (AI) could help
address challenges in the
marine fisheries sector,
Vice Chairman of NITI
Aayog Suman Bery said in
Kochi on Friday, while em-
phasising the role of tech-
nology as a vital growth
driver in the ‘sunrise’
sector.

Speaking after inaugu-
rating a national workshop
on the potential for deve-
loping the fisheries sector
in different States, organ-
ised jointly by NITI Aayog,
ICAR-Central Marine Fish-
eries Research Institute
(CMFRI) and Kerala Fisher-
ies department at CMFRI
in the city, he stressed the
importance of understand-
ing the dynamics of de-
mand to prioritise produc-
tion strategies.

Rise in demand
Given that demand for fish
was on the rise, innovative
strategies to enhance pro-
ductivity were required,
said Mr. Bery.

The workshop dis-
cussed issues facing the

NITI Aayog Vice Chairman
Suman Bery

fisheries sector, the need
to develop tailored strate-
gies and to forge partner-
ships between coastal
States to address challeng-
es and to explore growth
prospects.

Disparity in production
Flagging concerns over the
increasing disparity bet-
ween States in fish produc-
tion, member of NITI
Aayog Ramesh Chand said
the production of Andhra
Pradesh was 50% higher
than the combined pro-
duction of five States, Guja-
rat, Maharashtra, Kerala,
Tamil Nadu and Karnata-
ka.

There was tremendous
scope for all States, since

demand for fish doubled in
the decade ending 2022,
compared to the decade
before that.

Moreover, the fisheries
sector has a promising ex-
port share among agricul-
ture and food commodi-
ties.

Value addition

He proposed the augment-
ing of value addition and
the need for cutting-edge
processing innovations in
the sector.

“A major chunk of In-
dia’s unprocessed seafood,
including shrimp and tuna,
is exported mainly to Viet-
nam, Thailand and Tunisia
for onward re-export from
there after substantial va-
lue addition.

“By setting up of state-
of-the-art processing facili-
ties, India can harness the
unexplored value-addition
potential of seafood for
earning greater foreign ex-
change.

“Partnerships between
fishers and the industry, in-
vestment and marketing,
too were needed,” said Mr.
Chand.

The Deputy Director
General of Indian Council
of Agricultural Research

(ICAR) J.K. Jena cited the
need to explore the un-
tapped potential of ocean-
ic and deep sea resources.
The estimated harvestable
potential of 2.1 million me-
tric tonnes (MT) of oceanic
and deep sea resources of-
fered a potential new fron-
tier for commercial fisher-
ies, he said and
emphasised the impor-
tance of ensuring quality
and also enhancing skill of
stakeholders to utilise the
prospects of deep sea fish-
ing.

Representatives from
West Bengal, Odisha, And-
hra Pradesh, Gujarat, Mah-
arashtra, Goa, Karnataka,
Tamil Nadu, Kerala and
Andaman and Nicobar
took part in the discus-
sions.

An array of key stake-
holders, including policy-
makers from the Central
and State governments, in-
dustry experts and re-
searchers too attended the
workshop.

NITI Aayog Joint Secre-
tary K.S. Rejimon, Senior
Advisor Neelam Patel, Se-
nior Consultant Babitha
Singh and CMFRI Director
A. Gopalakrishnan were
among those who spoke.
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NITI Aayog V-C bats for Al to
counter challenges in marine fisheries

[
Our Bureau
Kochi

NITI Aayog Vice-Chairman
Suman Bery has underscored
the importance of frontier
technologies like artificial in-
telligence in tackling the chal-
lenges in the marine fisheries
sectorand said that technology
isavital growthdriver. Itis cru-
cial to understand the dynam-
ics of demand for prioritising
production strategies, Bery
said, adding that demand is the
driving force of the economy.
“Given that demand for fish is
on the rise, innovative
strategies to enhance pro-
ductivity are required”, he
said.

He was inaugurating a high-
level national workshop jointly
organised by NITI Aayog,
ICAR-Central Marine Fisher-
ies Research Institute, and
Kerala Fisheries Department
at CMFRI on Friday. The work-
shop was held to discuss relev-
ant issues in marine fisheries,
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Suman Bery,
Vice-Chairman, Niti Aayog

develop tailored strategies and
forge partnerships between
the coastal States to address
the challenges and explore the
prospects.

Flagging concern on the
rising trend of disparity
between the States, NITI
Aayog member Ramesh Chand
said the growth of fisheries is
highly imbalanced. He said it is
much higher in Andhra Pra-
desh compared to most other
maritime States. Fish produc-
tion in Andhra Pradesh is 50
per cent higher than the total

production of Gujarat, Maha-
rashtra, Kerala, Tamil Nadu
and Karnataka combined. This
has to be addressed with
greater attention, he said.

VALUE ADDITION

The growth of demand for fish
doubled in decade ending
2022, compared to the previ-
ous decade ending 2012. Fish-
eries has a promising export
share in agriculture and food
commodities, Chand said.

On measures to boost sea-
food exports, he proposed en-
hancing value addition and
cutting-edge processing in-
novations. Major chunks of In-
dia’s unprocessed seafood in-
cluding shrimps and tunas are
exported mainly to Vietnam,
Thailand and Tunisia for on-
ward re-export from there
after substantial value addi-
tion. By setting up of state-of-
the-art processing facilities,
India can harness the unex-
plored value addition potential
of seafood for earning greater
foreign exchange”, he said.
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